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Prayer for Stepping Stones Trust

July 2010
“May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half truths, 
and superficial relationships, so that we may live deep within our hearts.
May God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, 
so that we may work for justice, freedom and peace.

May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war, so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them to change their pain into joy.

And may God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can make a difference in this world, so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.”

A Franciscan Prayer
Dear Friends, 
We pray for courage and desire to make a difference.  Thank you for your continued prayers.  
Praise the Lord for …
· The current full occupancy in all phases (96.3% in June, 92.8% in the first quarter). 

· The staff who continue to work above and beyond their call of duty to enable residents to feel so at home.
· The answers to prayer regarding specific guys: 
· Salem’s court case was dropped.
· The Parole Board met as planned last month and made the decision to release Gideon.  He was out the very next day.  
· The speech, given by the Minister of Justice, Kenneth Clark MP, which shows that the Governing Coalition may now be moving along a path which SST has been forging over a number of years regarding the rehabilitation of offenders.

· The speed at which Reed Social Care have come up with a Christian temp to cover for Khumbu moving to Bridge House full time while Michael is recovering.
Please pray for…

· All staff from both houses facing pressure and manpower shortages as they prepare for their Quality Assessment reviews later this month.
· Wisdom for Mick & Peter D. as they work on the Core Cluster proposals with Alastair's help and for favour from the Vincent House Mgt Committee as they consider the Core Cluster proposal at their board meeting on 22 July.  Pray that the VHA board will approve the funding at least for a pilot scheme so that we can start the ball rolling.
· Wisdom for the Board meeting on 29th July in seeking the way forward in the light of the Vincent House decision on 22 July. 
· God's continued financial provision for the Trust. 

· Continued health and well-being of staff, trustees, volunteers and residents.
· Restoration of relationships in our homes where they have been broken. 

· Wisdom about working through the details of the Chaplaincy role. 

“Is anyone thirsty? Come and drink – even if you have no money! Come, take your choice of wine or milk – it’s all free! … Why pay for food that does you no good? Listen, and I will tell you where to get food that is good for the soul! Come to me with your ears wide open.”  Isaiah 55v1-3
Residents and Clients:   Please don’t be overwhelmed by the number of requests but pray for the ones that are particularly on your heart as the Lord leads.  If you would like to know the meaning of the names please go to www.biblebell.org/names.html#atoi.
Pray for Abdiel as he disengages from us and moves towards his own independent flat. May his studies go well and may his research project find fresh ground.

Please pray for Calamus at this time. May he reach a place where he can once more find respect for the staff and come to know that things were written for his own good.
Pray for Dan that he may know his own mind and move towards independent living. May his business continue to prosper.

Pray for Ebenezer that God may take away his pain and bodily aches. May God continue to protect him and may he prosper in the promises God gave to him on his recent Baptism. May his business grow and prosper.

Please pray for the newest member of our family Gideon, may God help him settle in well. Let his friends be glad and those who guard over him be grateful that he is home with us this day. It was a very drawn out affair with Parole and we are all now glad it is settled in our favour.
Felix and Gabriel are both doing very well in phase 4, so we thank God for that.

Hamath (phase 4) has a lovely flat and is very happy. He is hoping to get a job as a care assistant and is also engaging with Eco-Active.

No specific prayers for Jaazaniah and Ramiah. May they be encouraged to love mercy and walk humbly with God. 

Kadesh continues to struggle to find a job but he has an interview with Eco-Active next week; please pray he seizes the opportunities they will offer of training and job placements.

Laban has engaged with Eco-Active and is hoping to do some photography and jewellery design; pray that he does keep his appointments with them.  Please pray that God would breathe his fresh life into him so that he is renewed.

Obadiah is back into his athletics and has a new job in Sutton, praise the Lord for this and continued protection against the enemy.

Please pray for Pagiel as he has had a relapse with the gambling which has thus put a strain on his finances; please pray that he gets back on track and that God’s power would block the bad influences on his life. 
Praise the Lord that Salem was acquitted at his trial recently and is no longer subject to curfew. Prayer for both Salem and Teko - they want to get a place together having formed a good friendship.

Uzziah has very recently been in a fight in Brixton and has cut his eye. Please pray that he stops associating with the wrong people and comes to know his real Saviour.

Vaniah in not up to date with his payments - pray for a solution to the problem and a way forward. May he know that God has not forgotten him, he is engraved on the palms of His hands.
Pray for Abiah, Naaman, and Kadmiel all living in one of our phase 3 properties- they are doing well and get on very well with each other, praise God for this.  May they not forget their Creator.
Caleb has an issue with his housing benefit but we are trying to sort it out; so far we can’t seem to get a clear picture of what’s happening. He is engaging well with his Probation Officer.  He needs to move on soon and we are struggling to find a suitable place for him, a safe place, gang-free.  Please pray that he would be whole-hearted for the true and living God.  

Gamaliel has been recalled to prison for 28 days.  We have been allowed to keep his room available for him and he returns on 14 July.  Whilst in prison, a volunteer worker from a local church sent him a letter and a new testament - he was so grateful.  Please pray that his coming out will be without further problems.

Hanan is trying to get work; he needs to move on soon. He has been enjoying the world cup especially as he’s backing Holland.  Spiritually he hasn’t really connected; please pray for a connection.

Isaac moved on into phase 3 and things are going well in own life and he is enjoying being reunited with his children. However he is not happy with the people he’s living with who are proving to be inconsiderate. He went to a local church last week and really enjoyed it. May he set his heart on things above, and go from strength to strength.
Jabal is struggling emotionally to come to terms with separation from his family – they walked out on him before his sentence and he has had no contact with them since; he fears rejection. He has produced some wonderful paintings - spray paintings using stencils.  Nigel has bought one of them for Hope House – it has “Cleanse me from my sin, Psalm 51” quoted on it. He is now doing paintings for the other homes.  He speaks of having a relationship with God but not with Jesus – please pray he will come to know the Great Healer, that he will be rescued and healed by Him.
Lazarus tells us that his mother has had a stroke, so please pray for this situation and that they would turn to Christ to find comfort and healing.  Pray too that he will take responsibility for his financial situation regarding service charges which he seems to think should be free.

Please remember Nahaliel behind bars, that he will not dwell on the past, but be encouraged to press on, run the race and find shelter in the arms of the Restorer.

Obed  has started the Refa Course and seems to be enjoying it so far. Pray that he would put strong roots down and not stumble.
Parmenus has settled from his first few shaky days, having realised that HH is a much more secure hostel than he had been used to where he had to be very hard-hearted to survive. Since prison, he finds going to sleep at night v difficult.  Please pray he can develop good sleep patterns as it is affecting his daylight hours too, for example struggling to keep awake in Refa. Apart from that he is doing well already and is engaging well with his key worker.

Please remember Raphael and Samuel in your prayers – they are on our phase 3 waiting list.  Raphael attended church with Barry last Sunday and enjoyed it.  He has been ably supported by his mentor, a businessman. We thank God for this and pray for his continued protection.

Thaddeus seems to be settling in and is happy to have been in contact with his mother. He struggles with the temptations of drink, drugs and women.  May he find strength in Christ to make good choices.  He has been invited to a local church this Sunday and is keen to go. He is enjoying the Refa course.
Please also remember Zadok and Abiathar who are on our hostel waiting list.  Pray that in the waiting, God would be preparing their minds and hearts to be receptive to Him.
“Let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will know what God wants you to do.” Romans 12v2 We pray this for all our current residents and for all those who have been in our homes. 
Projects and Staff: 

Bridge House: 

Please pray for Clive and Alastair putting all the paperwork together required for the Bridge House Supporting People Quality Assessment Review to take place later in the year. The deadline for this paperwork is 16th July.

Please continue to pray for Michael’s healing that he may be fully recovered and made whole. He is signed off until August 8th. 

Please also pray for Clive that he continues in good health.

Hope House: 

Please pray for the Hope House staff team preparing for the Croydon Supporting People Quality Assessment Review taking place on 14th July. Pray that the review will be fair and that Hope House will be able to demonstrate a good quality service and indeed show excellence where it is deserved.

Praise God that they passed their annual health and safety inspection from the council.

Pray for an awakening in the hearts of the current residents because none of them are coming to focus times at the moment. This follows a long period where at least 4 residents were regularly coming along.  The staff continue to meet together anyway; they took heart at the end of this week from Isaiah 54v1 “Sing O childless woman! Break forth into loud and joyful song… Enlarge your house; spread out your home! For you will soon be bursting at the seams”.
Pray for Bill and his family as they work through the loss of his mother-in-law.  Pray for him as he delivers his part of the Refa Course that he has a good response from people.

Pray for Veronica whose husband should be coming from Ghana this month.

Pray for Khumbu who has gone to Bridge House that God would bless all at Bridge House with his skills and expertise.

Pray for Ernest who has just come to join the staff at Hope House that he can settle in really quickly and feel part of the team.

Pray for Leanne, our social work student, as she has to produce large amounts of written work for her coursework placement.

Pray for our night workers that God will help them and bless them in the key role that they play.
Pray for Nigel that he knows God’s peace and manages to keep sane.
Pray for new office build to go ahead quickly.  The Hope House staff have used the conservatory as an office for the past number of years – it is a very hot unpleasant environment.  The planning permission is all granted and they are now waiting for tender.

Head Office: 
Barry recently went to COPE UK (Coalition Of Prison Evangelists), a four day Conference near Loch Lomond; it was a wonderful event and a truly blessed time was had by himself, his wife and all the delegates. Please pray for the continued growth of this wonderful fellowship.
Pray that in all we do and say God may be glorified in each person's life at SST.

Thank you for your prayers.
Serving Christ together, 
Rosanne Morris
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